BETHANY HOME AND
THE *IRISH TIMES’

TWO MONTHS ago The Phocnn
I‘lilhll.'tht‘ul 1 \]\:v..'l.ti IMvestigatieg into
the Irish Times™ suppression over many
vears ol information about - treatment
of children in
Protestant mother
and baby homes,
despite being
offered a wealth of
such information
The newspaper
was intenested
primarily in
targeting the abuse
of children in homes
run by Catholic
religious onders. Our
mvestigation also
recarded the role
~of Ralph Walker,
~ whose family owned the 1T until 1973, in
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e went o boosay . " The story that he
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mmediately after the Cruaradaan pablished
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W cover his campaign

pleve was ol published i the paper and
varsts public statements by Lemster have
ol been covveread ciilyer, SNenther ool Bis twao
bowsks have been given coverage ar 2 review
by the paper.”

Ir el .'1l'||-.|1'._|r|'=' 2 YL, Pl P
wrule o (he contimued relusal by the pepct

of record 1o cover the abuse of chilldoen in
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Protestant homes prefemng, it appeared, 1o
present such abuse as 4 umguely Catholic
phenomenon. Meanwhile, Mechan uncarthed
devastahing imformation in minite detail
about Bethany's child mortality rate. Afier
kil publicity, the [T ignored issoes outside
Catholic religious institutions.

It was presumed by some, including
this magazine’s cditorial staff, that this
was a defensive response by a newspaper
traditionally Linked w Protestant churches, I
then emerged in gur special repon in Januan
that the family that formerly owned the T
was closely connected 1o Bethany's dubious
adoption procedures,

It 1= now impossible o deny the Ny
specific details of the Walker Tamily’s links
1o Bethany, the very high morality rate of
children there and the shameful circumstances
of adoplions carried out with Ralph Walker's
imvolvement and that of the newspaper's legal
representative, Hayes Solicitors. But having
fessed up to this Wstory of invelvement,
the 1T should admit that it has failed more
recently 1o adequately report abuse in
Prodestant settings. in and beyond Bethany,



